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Hazelwood East High School
Honors Physics
Course Syllabus
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Mr. Cowen Nissen
Rm. D210
mcowennissen@hazelwoodschools.org

Class Expectations:

I believe that life-long success depends on a continuous use of self- control; therefore, I have developed a classroom management plan that affords every student the opportunity to manage his or her own behavior. The formula for success is practice plus consistency. Success must be a practiced lifestyle that is verbally shared daily with everyone you encounter. It is imperative that you have the most positive educational climate possible for growth not only academically, but socially and behaviorally as well. I will consistently implement this plan throughout the year. Our classroom learning will create:
· Be Respectful of Self
·  Be Respectful to Other
· Be on Time 
· Be Prepared for Class
Course Description:
Physics emphasizes the science behind real world applications of electricity, motion, forces energy, and more. Hands-on explorations using math and technology are incorporated to gain well-rounded knowledge of physics concepts. Students will accumulate data, construct graphs and develop mathematical models to describe the physical world. Lab activities are designed to develop skills in experimental design and data analysis. Students will use experimental design to solve problems discussed in class.
Course Expectations/Materials:

Students will be expected to bring pencils/pens, a Physics binder, Chromebook, and a calculator to class every day.  Taking notes, doing assigned homework, participating fully in classroom activities, preparing for quizzes and tests, seeking additional help when needed, and retesting when mastery is not demonstrated on the quizzes and tests are essential elements in successfully mastering the concepts of Physics First. 
Every student should have the following: 
· Dedicated Physics Binder
· Loose leaf paper

· Pencils, highlighter and/or Blue or Black pens

· Basic calculator

· Chromebook (using the school issued Google account)

 
I asked that the students obtain these materials by the second week.  It is important they get off to a good start.  Organization of materials will certainly help. 

Course Goals:
As a result of this course, students will

· have a solid understanding of the concepts taught in Honor Physics 
· be able to extend Physics concepts beyond the classroom in real life situations
· be able to use inquiry and problem solving by participating in labs
· be able to explain various Physics terms by giving examples and definitions
Grading: 
Students are graded on a point system using the following scale: 
A= 100-90   B= 89-80   C= 79-70   D= 69-60   F=59 and below
End of Course test will be 15% of a student’s grade

Summative (70% of grade) and Formative (30% of grade)

Topics to Cover: 
· Unit 1 – Electricity
· Unit 2 – Scientific Methods
· Unit 3 – Constant Velocity
· Unit 4 – Constant Acceleration
· Unit 5 – Newton’s First and Third Law
· Unit 6 – Newton’s Second Law 

· Unit 7 – Energy 
· Unit 8 – Momentum 
· Unit 9 - Waves
Spartan Code:

We...

Respect Ourselves

Respect Each Other

Respect Our School

WE ARE SPARTANS!!!

Rules and Regulations
I endeavor to ensure lasting success by holding ALL students accountable to meet high expectations by following 7 simple non-negotiable rules and regulations in which all students are expected to adhere to; which are listed below:

Students are expected to… 
 Always follow classroom procedures. Enter the classroom quickly, place belongings in the cubed spaces, acquire the “DO NOW”, take your seat, and exhibit respect for your teacher and others continuously. 

1) Arrive to class on time. (Both feet must be inside the door at the end sounding of the bell.) 
2) Abide by the dress code. Inappropriate clothing, hats or head coverings are not to be worn in the building.

3) Be prepared to work daily. 

4) Display ID around your neck at all times.

5) Avoid physical and verbal violence. Learn to disagree without being disagreeable. If you have a potential problem see a principal, teacher, or counselor immediately.

6) Respect the building. Take care of school property.
I agree to being held accountable for my actions regarding the non-negotiable rules and regulations listed above.

_______________________________________                               __________________________

                   Student’s Signature                                                                                Date

_______________________________________                               ___________________________

                   Guardian/Parent’s Signature                                                                Date
                                                                                            ___________________________________

                                                                                          Guardian/Parent’s Contact Number

Please review the syllabus with your student and sign above. Thank you for your cooperation.

