Student Name:_______________________________


Biology
Mr. Cowen Nissen (Mr. CN)
Hazelwood East High School; Room D210
Email: mcowennissen@hazelwoodschools.org (Email me anytime!)
“Science is an integral part of culture. It's not this foreign thing, done by an arcane priesthood. It's one of the glories of the human intellectual tradition.”
--Dr. Stephen Jay Gould, Biologist, Geologist, Paleontologist, and Author

THANK YOU for taking your Science course with me this year. Science is devoted to the study of how the world works: how things interact and and their processes.  As we move through the semesters, we will explore various disciplines; learning about Biology as an inquisitive process while developing our laboratory and data analysis skills. This year we will focus on ecological interactions between organisms and the environment; cellular structure, function, and reproductive processes; and a study of genetics and the field of biotechnology. The second semester continues the study of living organisms and life functions by explorations into the diversity of living things, study life processes such as photosynthesis, respiration, and plant and animal structure, function, and reproduction. 
Materials:

· Provided textbook(s)
· A Three-ring binder
· Calculator
· Pencil and/or Pen (no purple or red!)

Grading:

	Type of Assignment
	Portion of Grade
	Grade Scale

	Homework/Classwork
Activity/Lab Reports/Projects
Work Ethic / Daily Participation

	30%
	A = 90-100%

	
	
	B = 80-89%

	
	
	C = 70-79%

	PreTests

Quizzes

Unit Tests

	70%
	D = 60-69%

	
	
	F = <60%

	
	
	


Class Policies:

Late Work

· Late work is extremely discouraged. All assignments will be accepted up to two weeks after the assignment is due. Massive end-of-quarter work turn in is not acceptable. Keep up with your work!!
Makeup Work  

· If you are absent it is your responsibility to obtain any assignments you missed while you were gone. Do not count on me to remind you!
· Missed exams must be taken before or after school within one week of returning to school. 

· If you are absent during a lab or activity you must make special arrangements to come in after school or during my office hours to make up the lab.

Classroom Rules:

· Be respectful  and considerate of others and yourself.

· Remain seated and ready to work.
· Have appropriate supplies every day

· No profanity, rude gestures, teasing, or putdowns.
· Follow all directions of the Student Handbook and all school adults unless the request is illegal, immoral, or unsafe.
Curriculum:

Unit 1: Cell Division and Complex Organisms & From DNA to Proteins

Unit 2: Genetics

Unit 3: Organization of Systems and Feedback/Homeostasis

Unit 4: Bioenergetics & Photosynthesis

Unit 5: Flow of Matter and Energy in Ecosystems

Unit 6: Carrying Capacity and Biodiversity

Unit 7: Natural Selection

DAILY PROCEDURES FOR Mr. CN’s Biology Class

Entering the classroom procedures:

· Come in quietly.

· Sit down in assigned seat.
· Do the Do Now question on the board.
· Remain quiet so you and others can work.

Asking questions: To ask a question of the teacher during class, follow these procedures.

· Raise your hand, and wait to be called on the teacher.
· Wait to speak until you have been called on. Do not speak until called on. 

· (Raising your hand and speaking w/o being called on does not count!)
· Sometimes, we can’t hear from everyone. Write your question in your Science Notebook or on a separate piece of paper to share later.

Discussion procedures: During whole class lecture or discussion, follow these procedures.

· The teacher speaks, while everyone else listens. (we listen so we can learn)

· Students are teachers too!

· To speak, raise your hand and wait to be called on by Mr. Cowen Nissen. Do not speak until you are called on.

· If you are not called on, write your idea in your science notebook to share later.

Getting out of your seat: Follow these procedures to leave your seat.

· You will need to leave your seat sometimes to throw trash away, sharpen a pencil, get some paper, blow your nose, etc. 

· You are only allowed to leave your seat if you can complete your task quickly and quietly. Do not disturb others while you are on the floor. Only one person on the floor at a time.
· Students are not allowed to get a drink of water during class time, so don’t ask. 

Parent Signature:







Parent Phone# AND Email
__________________________________
______________________________________________

